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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Legislator Dunne, 2 

please lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 3 

 (Whereupon, the Pledge of Allegiance was 4 

recited.) 5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Mr. Muller. 6 

 CLERK MULLER:   Deputy Presiding Officer 7 

Nicolello? 8 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Here. 9 

 CLERK MULLER:   Alternate Deputy 10 

Presiding Officer Kopel? 11 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   Here. 12 

 CLERK MULLER:   Legislator Bynoe?  She's 13 

here.   14 

 CLERK MULLER:   Legislator Solages? 15 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:   Here. 16 

 CLERK MULLER:   Legislator Ford? 17 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:   Here. 18 

 CLERK MULLER:   Legislator Curran? 19 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Here. 20 

 CLERK MULLER:   Legislator Becker? 21 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:   Present. 22 

 CLERK MULLER:   Legislator Muscarella? 23 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:   Here. 24 

 CLERK MULLER:   Legislator Birnbaum? 25 



1 

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  6 Full Legislature – 1-26-15 

 LEGISLATOR BIRNBAUM:   Here. 2 

 CLERK MULLER:   Legislator DeRiggi-3 

Whitton? 4 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Here. 5 

 CLERK MULLER:   Legislator Schaefer? 6 

 LEGISLATOR SCHAEFER:   Here. 7 

 CLERK MULLER:   Legislator Dunne? 8 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    Here. 9 

 CLERK MULLER:   Legislator Jacobs? 10 

 LEGISLATOR JACOBS:   Here. 11 

 CLERK MULLER:   Legislator Walker? 12 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:   Here. 13 

 CLERK MULLER:   Legislator Mackenzie? 14 

 LEGISLATOR MACKENZIE:   Here. 15 

 CLERK MULLER:   Minority Leader Abrahams?  16 

He's here. 17 

 Presiding Officer Gonsalves? 18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Present. 19 

 CLERK MULLER:   We have a quorum.   20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Thank you, Mr. 21 

Muller 22 

 In light of the fact that there are so 23 

many of you out there, our Rules of Procedure 24 

allows speakers 30 minutes of participation at 25 
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three minutes each.  However, as I just said, 2 

there are so many of you out there, 30 minutes 3 

may not be enough. 4 

 Usually, what we do, is after we have the 5 

calendar, then we come back and we take public 6 

comment.  However, because of the weather 7 

conditions, and I'm serious about this, I was 8 

told around four o'clock it should pick up, and I 9 

don't want anyone going home at a time when they 10 

could be in jeopardy, especially if there are 11 

school children involved. 12 

 I'm giving the one hour of public 13 

participation.  And I'm going to ask my 14 

colleagues, on both sides of the aisle, not to 15 

interject, primarily because whatever time you 16 

take from the public will be part of that one 17 

hour public participation.  I think that's fair 18 

enough. 19 

 It is extremely important that we have 20 

staff in this building, and we have families who 21 

are far away from us and need to be home and 22 

safe, safely home, and I want you to go home 23 

safely as well.   24 

 Without any further ado -- 25 
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 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I'm sorry.  I 2 

want the record to reflect I missed the roll 3 

call.  I just wanted to make sure -- 4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   We got you, 5 

Minority Leader. 6 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Thank you. 7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   In all due 8 

respect, I do have a former legislator, but now 9 

Supervisor of the Town of North Hempstead who 10 

would like to address.  Remember Supervisor, it's 11 

three minutes. 12 

 SUPERVISOR BOSWORTH:   Presiding Officer 13 

Gonsalves, I think your statement was so fair, 14 

and I know we all appreciate your making this 15 

accommodation, and it is an accommodation because 16 

I know, having sat on the other side, it's a half 17 

hour of public comment.  So, really, many thanks 18 

to you and to all who are here today. 19 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Okay.  I'm going 20 

to start the clock at ten after one, and at ten 21 

after two, that's it. 22 

 SUPERVISOR BOSWORTH:   Got it. 23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   You got it?  I'm 24 

not taking this off your time now. 25 
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 SUPERVISOR BOSWORTH:   Okay. 2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Okay.  Go ahead. 3 

 SUPERVISOR BOSWORTH:   Good afternoon 4 

everybody.  I'm proud to be back at the Nassau 5 

County Legislature and to share with you my 6 

thoughts on the issue of great importance to the 7 

Town of North Hempstead, and that's the proposal 8 

by Nassau OTB to locate a casino on the former 9 

Fortunoff's property. 10 

 I'm very pleased to be joined by Westbury 11 

Mayor, Peter Cavallaro, who has done an 12 

outstanding job over the past several weeks 13 

spearheading the local community response on this 14 

issue.  I'm also joined by my colleagues in North 15 

Hempstead Town Government, Councilwoman Vivianna 16 

Russell, Town Clerk Wayne Rink, and Receiver of 17 

Taxes, Charles Berman, all of whom stand with 18 

Mayor Cavallaro and me in opposition to this ill-19 

advised plan. 20 

 There are so many civic groups that are 21 

here today as well.  And I am here today on 22 

behalf of communities that I'm so proud to 23 

represent:  Carle Place, Westbury, and New 24 

Cassel.   The residents of these communities have 25 
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numerous questions for which there have been no 2 

real answers provided by OTB.  Many are 3 

justifiably concerned about the safety of their 4 

children, teens, and older family members.  They 5 

are concerned about the security of their 6 

neighborhoods.  They believe, as do I, that their 7 

quality of life will be seriously and negatively 8 

impacted by a casino being placed in their 9 

community. 10 

 Let me make it clear; this is a community 11 

that will never accept the idea of the casino 12 

operating 20 hours per day, from 10:00 a.m. to 13 

6:00 a.m. the following morning, that, in many 14 

cases, would be just a few hundred feet from 15 

their homes and neighborhoods.   16 

 Of course, we understand that, as 17 

legislators, you have no jurisdiction over the 18 

location of any casino.  However, the county 19 

legislature does directly control the membership 20 

of the Nassau OTB Board of Directors.  If this 21 

legislature is willing to stand with my 22 

constituents in Westbury, Carle Place, and New 23 

Cassel, communities that are represented here by 24 

very able legislators from both side of the 25 
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aisle, then you can stop this ill-conceived 2 

project in its tracks on a non-political, 3 

bipartisan basis. 4 

 First, as I stated to nearly a thousand 5 

local residents at Carle Place High School last 6 

Wednesday night, you can prevent a casino from 7 

being sited at this location, by removing the 8 

three directors who are there now, who serve at 9 

your pleasure, and by replacing them with three 10 

individuals who understand there cannot and 11 

should not be a casino just a baseball throw away 12 

from these well established quiet residential 13 

neighborhoods. 14 

 Second, there is another way for the 15 

county legislature to help the community on this 16 

issue; initiative a bipartisan dialogue with the 17 

current directors and convince them that this 18 

casino at this location is a bad idea and they 19 

must end it now. 20 

 In addition, I do want to say that I 21 

remain deeply troubled regarding the process. 22 

 CLERK MULLER:   Your three minutes have 23 

expired. 24 

 SUPERVISOR BOSWORTH:   I have said from 25 
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the very beginning that the way OTB has chosen to 2 

pursue this project has lacked transparency, a 3 

theme that you remember I stated often when I sat 4 

with you, lacked transparency and appropriate 5 

disclosure to the public.   6 

 I have called upon OTB to immediately 7 

suspend negotiations towards acquisition of the 8 

Fortunoff site because once this deal is done, 9 

it's done.  This was confirmed in last week's 10 

letter to OTB from the New York State Gaming 11 

Commission, which stated clearly that issues 12 

regarding casino site selection are the sole 13 

responsibility of OTB, contrary to what OTB has 14 

told the community.  The bottom line is that OTB 15 

picked this location, no one else did, and they 16 

must now admit that a huge mistake has been made 17 

and cancel this plan. 18 

 Most of you here today are former 19 

colleagues of mine.  I was truly proud to serve 20 

with you.  This Legislature has done much good 21 

work for the people of Nassau County during a 22 

very challenging time for local government.  23 

Protecting, defending and nurturing the 24 

communities that make up the fabric of this great 25 
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county, for both today and tomorrow, is a shared 2 

goal of every single legislator here. 3 

 I implore you to understand how vital it 4 

is to the people I represent that this casino 5 

project must be ended now.  And I urge you later 6 

today to take up the emergency resolution 7 

proposed by Legislator Siela Bynoe that will 8 

enable a full and open debate by this legislature 9 

on the issue of the leadership of Nassau OTB. 10 

 Thank you so much. 11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   I'm going to ask 12 

you - excuse me for one minute.  Excuse me for 13 

one minute.  I’m going to ask you - I know how 14 

involved you are and how much you are really, I 15 

guess, passionate about the issue that we are 16 

discussing here today.  But when you take the 17 

time to shout, scream, and holler, it takes time 18 

away from the participation that I'm hoping to 19 

get here today. 20 

 I have a statement, but I'm not going to 21 

read my statement until after the hour of public 22 

participation is done.  So, in all fairness to 23 

you, I don't want to deprive anybody of the three 24 

minutes to speak to us here on this dais.  25 
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 Without any further ado, I have Dr. 2 

Alexandra Sununu.  Am I correct?  Dr. Alexandra?  3 

Yes.  I don't know if I said your last name 4 

properly, but you can correct me, it's quite all 5 

right. 6 

 DR. SUNUNU:   Yes.  My name is Dr. 7 

Alexandra Sununu.  I'm not the Sununu that 8 

normally speaks in public.  I'm very nervous, 9 

it's only my second time. 10 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Don't be.  Don't 11 

be nervous. 12 

 DR. SUNUNU:   I live in Meadowbrooke 13 

Pointe.  I just moved from the City a little 14 

while ago.  And I want you to know that in the 15 

City I lived in Murray Hill, which was around the 16 

corner from my church, which had an OTB right 17 

around the corner on 43rd and 3rd.  At the last 18 

meeting in Carle Place, we were told that the 19 

clientele who were coming to this casino would be 20 

between the ages of 50 and 64, and they would be 21 

people who were looking for a nice restaurant and 22 

that they would be a higher class clientele, not 23 

to worry.  However, it is going to be open 20 24 

hours a day.  And I can assure you that those 25 
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people who came to the OTB in New York were not 2 

that kind of clientele. 3 

 I worked in the soup kitchen at St. Agnes 4 

for 20 years, which was around the corner from 5 

the OTB, and I recognized many of those people 6 

who were going into the OTB; they were not 7 

looking for a four-star restaurant, I can assure 8 

you of that.  9 

 Also, I just want to know why you decided 10 

that this is a good idea when most of those OTBs 11 

are closed and when the casinos that are across 12 

the river are closing, and why you think this is 13 

a good position to take at this time. 14 

 Basically, I'm asking you to reconsider.  15 

We have five schools in the area.  We have senior 16 

communities in the area.  We have residents in 17 

many neighborhoods - and I mean neighborhood 18 

communities - that would not be beneficial and 19 

not be benefitting from this casino. 20 

 Thank you for my time. 21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   You're welcome. 22 

 Eileen Silversmith.  23 

 MS. SILVERSMITH:   I, too, am a resident 24 

of Meadowbrooke Point.  And I would like to thank 25 
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Judi because she pretty much presented most of 2 

what I felt I needed to say today. 3 

 I just have a problem I think with the 4 

fact that I am feeling very unhappy about the 5 

process that exists in all of this casino 6 

business.  I don't understand when we ceased to 7 

be a democracy, and that is my issue.  How can 8 

our elected officials permit an appointed 9 

committee that has no -- that is not subject to 10 

any local zoning laws to ram this devastating 11 

casino down our throats?   12 

 The children of Westbury, Carle Place, 13 

Salisbury, East Meadow, New Cassel, Garden City, 14 

all around, why are they less important than 15 

transient students at Hofstra?  At least the 16 

students at Hofstra have a choice with the people 17 

they associate.  No.  These children will have to 18 

be in contact with very undesirables, some of 19 

whom will be attending this casino.  That is 20 

really my major concern. 21 

 We are seeing a breakdown in our elected 22 

officials being in charge of what happens to us 23 

and what we believe we need, that is the country 24 

in which I was brought up.  I am 69 years old, 25 
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and I am getting scared.  It isn't what we live 2 

in now.  3 

 Thank you. 4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Thank you, Ms. 5 

Silverstein. 6 

 Denise Pratesi.  And if I mispronounce 7 

your name, please correct me.  8 

 MS. PRATESI:   Denise Pratesi.  Thank you 9 

for the opportunity to speak to you about this 10 

issue which is very important to our community.  11 

You've heard many reasons why this casino should 12 

not be built, and I know that there are some of 13 

you who will be saying this is only the old Long 14 

Island NIMBY rearing its head again.  I just want 15 

you to know what kind of a community this really 16 

is. 17 

 When a group wanted to open a school for 18 

children with Asperberger's Syndrome, they did 19 

their homework, properly informed the community, 20 

and the community responded positively.  When the 21 

second meeting was held, a community member not 22 

familiar with the process said to me outside, 23 

it's a shame that all these people came out 24 

tonight to fight children.  I smiled and said, 25 
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no, you don't understand.  99 percent of the 2 

people out here tonight are here to support the 3 

children and the project.  The school next door 4 

to our St. Brigid's Our Lady of Hope School is a 5 

testament to how a caring community responds when 6 

they are treated properly and given the courtesy 7 

of advance notice and information.  This casino 8 

project gave neither. 9 

 This St. Brigid's community also supports 10 

a food pantry, which feeds 350 families each 11 

month.  This food pantry and our St. Brigid's 12 

Church, the oldest Catholic Church on Long 13 

Island, are within about five blocks of the 14 

proposed casino.  I don't feel that this is a 15 

proper venue so close to these vulnerable 16 

families and the elderly.  It is also within a 17 

half mile of several elementary schools, and 18 

close to your community college and Hofstra 19 

University.  Again, this casino does not provide 20 

a great environment for these young people. 21 

 Our public officials have all said that 22 

they oppose this venue but that their hands are 23 

tied.  It's true that you cannot override the 24 

decision of the board, but you can replace the 25 
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board. 2 

 I urge you, if the OTB board does not do 3 

the right thing and agree with a negative opinion 4 

many of you have said of this venue, then you 5 

should replace the representatives on this board; 6 

this you can do. 7 

 I ask you to honestly answer this 8 

question:  Would you want this venue within two 9 

blocks of your home or within walking distance of 10 

your house of worship or your child's school?  I 11 

think if you were honest with yourselves the 12 

answer would be no. 13 

 OTB has said it will do a traffic study, 14 

but after the leases have been signed.  It seems 15 

that this is a done deal in search of a 16 

rationalization.  Is this study trying to come up 17 

with a way to appear to shove a square peg of a 18 

proposal into a round hole?  This is why I 19 

believe that until the study, if there is one, is 20 

completed and made public, there should be a hard 21 

and fast moratorium on any public or legal 22 

commitments or any private winks and nods between 23 

OTB and any entity that would seek to contract or 24 

implement this proposed deal. 25 
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 CLERK MULLER:   Your three minutes have 2 

expired, ma'am. 3 

 MS. PRATESI:   Our community and our 4 

children are just as important -- 5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Would you please 6 

wrap it up?  Wrap it up so we can get some more 7 

speakers -- 8 

 MS. PRATESI:   I am.  Just two more 9 

sentences. 10 

 For those who don't -- maybe this is just 11 

a bad idea for all of the Nassau community if our 12 

children and our community are just as important 13 

as the children and communities of Plainview and 14 

Hofstra University who don't want the gaming 15 

establishment.  Maybe it's just a bad idea all 16 

around. 17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Thank you very 18 

much, Ms. Pratesi. 19 

 Mayor Cavallaro. 20 

 MS. PRATESI:   Thank you for your time. 21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Mayor Cavallaro. 22 

 MAYOR CAVALLARO:   Good afternoon, Madam 23 

Presiding Officer.  I want to thank you for the 24 

couple of minutes today. 25 
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 As the mayor of the most directly 2 

affected community, I'm opposed to the VLT 3 

parlor, as you all know, at the old Fortunoff 4 

site.  In fact, it is my opinion that this site 5 

is the least suitable site of all the sites that 6 

have been proposed or mentioned to date.  As has 7 

been mentioned, it's within several hundred feet 8 

of the nearest residential home, it's within a 9 

half mile of three or four schools, it's within a 10 

half mile radius of about 3,000 residential 11 

homes. 12 

 Thousands of residents from Westbury, 13 

Carle Place, Westbury, Old Westbury, Salisbury, 14 

Garden City, Meadowbrooke Point and other 15 

communities have shown up at the various meetings 16 

in opposition to this site selection.   17 

 Every single elected official from both 18 

political parties who have expressed an opinion 19 

on this site selection have opposed the site 20 

selection, and that includes County Executive 21 

Mangano, Hempstead Supervisor Kate Murray, North 22 

Hempstead Supervisor Judi Bosworth, Senator Jack 23 

Martins.  The Governor, when he was on Long 24 

Island a week ago, indicated that this site is 25 
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not an appropriate site for this type of an 2 

activity.  Frankly, I am coming to the conclusion 3 

that the VLT parlor really has no place in Nassau 4 

County at all. 5 

 It is this Legislature's purpose to 6 

pursue legislation and policies that are in the 7 

best interest of the residents of Nassau County.  8 

It's not this body's purpose to pursue what's in 9 

the best interest of OTB.   10 

 OTB has been operating for the last six 11 

years, at least, at a loss, and this VLT scheme 12 

is really meant to prop up a failing business, 13 

which is not your prerogative to do.  In the end, 14 

based on many numerous independent studies, it's 15 

inarguable that this type of a facility is going 16 

to bring many, many negative impacts to our 17 

community:  increased crime, increased traffic, 18 

increases in addictive gambling are just a few of 19 

the well-documented impacts that these types of 20 

facilities bring when they're placed in a 21 

residential setting. 22 

 With the Governor's State of the State 23 

indicating last week that he wants to expand the 24 

authorization of gaming at these types of 25 
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facilities, these problems are only going to get 2 

worse.  So I'm asking the legislature to take a 3 

firm position that it's opposed to the placement 4 

of this casino at this site. 5 

 Legislator Bynoe has offered a resolution 6 

to replace the OTB Board, and that's a drastic 7 

measure, I understand that.  But if the OTB board 8 

won't take consultation from you, as a 9 

legislature, as to what you think is appropriate 10 

as a matter of policy for Nassau County, and I 11 

think that that should be pursued as an 12 

alternative and replace the OTB board.  In any 13 

event, it is within your authority as a 14 

legislature to direct the OTB board to pursue 15 

policies that are consistent with the needs and 16 

good of the county and its residents.  Failing to 17 

do that, this body should replace the body, as I 18 

said, and put a board in that has those interests 19 

at heart.   20 

 I urge you to place Legislator Bynoe's 21 

resolution before this body.  I want to thank 22 

Legislator Schaefer for expressing the support 23 

for that resolution, if it is placed before the 24 

body.  If you don't do that, frankly, I think 25 
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it's going to speak to the fact that there are 2 

political motivations at the heart of this not 3 

government but motivations.  And if that is the 4 

case, the voters are going to remember that, and 5 

I can assure you of that, frankly. 6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   John Viscusi.  7 

John Viscusi, I believe that's the way you say 8 

his last name. 9 

 MR. VISCUSI:   My name is John Viscusi.  10 

I live 800 yards from this proposed casino.  I'm 11 

in the Argo (phonetic) Section of Westbury.  We 12 

have over 400 homes and over 1,000 residents, 13 

some of those residents include children who are 14 

of grade school, kindergarten, first, second, 15 

third, on through high school.  There's 16 

approximately 300 kids in that neighborhood. 17 

 My children's safety and the well being 18 

of this proposed casino puts us in direct target 19 

and harm.  We have enough to deal with between 20 

traffic woes, recent crimes in our area, and 21 

constant traffic, along with many undesirables 22 

that enter our neighborhood. 23 

 The casino in this neighborhood is just a 24 

severe lack of respect on OTB's part.  Based on 25 
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their misleading and false statements put forth 2 

by their general counsel, this is an insult.  As 3 

a taxpaying citizen, I wonder how in the world 4 

does OTB have such power and influence over many 5 

of our elected officials, even going back to the 6 

comptroller's and state comptroller's and Nassau 7 

County comptroller's audits from 2012 to 2013 to 8 

2014 stating that OTB's ability to operate and 9 

again over $1.46 million per year, until the year 10 

2020, is on the books for Nassau County to pay 11 

back in restitution. 12 

 All you politicians like to use the 13 

phrase working in a bipartisan manner.  How about 14 

working and backing up your words and taking care 15 

of all of the people that put you into office?  16 

All you people in front of me represent Nassau 17 

County and different sections of Nassau County, 18 

and we're all the same, all intertwined with each 19 

other.  If you want to be a good public servant 20 

and follow your vow that you took as a public 21 

servant, you will take the people's requests to 22 

move this casino in a location that will not harm 23 

anybody. 24 

 Lastly, these children in this picture, a 25 
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picture with Legislator Schaefer, Laura Schaefer, 2 

these children are my children.  They are in my 3 

community.  These are the children that will be 4 

the most affected by this proposed casino. 5 

 There are ten bus stops within two blocks 6 

of this proposed casino and their well being and 7 

safety is in the balance.  8 

 I thank you for your time.  Please, 9 

support Legislator Bynoe's amendment and stop 10 

this casino.  Thank you. 11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Thank you. 12 

Howard Rosen.  Howard Rosen.  Howard Rosen. 13 

 MR. ROSEN:   Good afternoon, members of 14 

the Legislature.  I didn't have any prepared 15 

comments because I didn't know I was going to be 16 

here today.  But I would like to remind all of 17 

the legislators that casinos are on a downswing 18 

rather than an upswing.   19 

 Foxwoods, who was once the premiere 20 

casino in the country, has closed one of their 21 

hotels, has even closed their museum, their 22 

Indian Museum because of the lack of funding. 23 

 Atlantic City, 13 casinos, five have 24 

closed and many are in trouble.   25 
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 Having a casino to raise money for 2 

schools is really not an appropriate thing to do.  3 

It's my observation, since living in the County 4 

for over 40 years, that anything that the county 5 

does like this is doomed to failure.  All of the 6 

objectives that they perceive to meet are just 7 

pie in the sky.  So I urge all the members of 8 

this body to please vote no on this casino issue. 9 

 Thank you. 10 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Kerri Delio. 11 

 MS. DELIO:   Good afternoon.  Thank you 12 

for listening. 13 

 In three week's time, this opposition 14 

behind me has had more than 3,500 petition 15 

signatures, we have close to 4,000 people on our 16 

Facebook page, and those posts have reached 17 

upwards of 40,000 people on each post.  Everybody 18 

is listening.  There have been two huge forums 19 

and another one planned for Garden City this 20 

week. 21 

 As a Carle Place resident and a 22 

registered republican and someone that has 23 

gathered signatures from many of you, I am asking 24 

to gain back the respect for the Republican Party 25 



1 

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  28 Full Legislature – 1-26-15 

today, stop with the patronage to support a 2 

drowning OTB, it's not going to work miracles.  3 

Do the right thing and support your constituents.  4 

Change the board and move the site. 5 

 Thank you. 6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Mike O'Connell.  7 

Mike O'Connell.  Mike O'Connell. 8 

 MR. O'CONNELL:    Good afternoon.  My 9 

name is Michael O'Connell, and I am a resident of 10 

Westbury.  I'm a father of three school aged 11 

children, who are eight, six, and four years old.  12 

My kids, along with thousands of other children, 13 

stand on bus stops every morning, through the 14 

year, in Westbury, Carle Place, East Meadow, and 15 

Garden City.  This casino is going to be open 20 16 

hours a day, where alcohol will be served.  How 17 

farfetched is it that someone will be gambling 18 

and drinking all day long, gets in their car and 19 

kills one of these kids? 20 

 I know that several people up on that 21 

board have children, and the last thing that you 22 

would want is for one of your kids to be at-risk.  23 

So I ask you to please put Siela Bynoe's 24 

resolution into effect, remove this OTB board, 25 
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and get this casino out of our town. 2 

 You have a job to do as elected 3 

officials, and that's to protect the people that 4 

put you in office.  You are to protect the 5 

community, protect the people that live in, and, 6 

most importantly, protect those children on those 7 

bus stops. 8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Michael Kennedy.  9 

Michael Kennedy. 10 

 MR. KENNEDY:   Hello.  My name is Michael 11 

Kennedy.  I am a veteran.  I was in the Vietnam 12 

War.  I remember my father coming to me and 13 

saying to me, Michael - I was the oldest of 13, 14 

by the way, we have a good Kennedy tradition 15 

throughout the world.   16 

 I've lived in Westbury, I have been 17 

living there for 35 years.  I'm not originally 18 

from here, as you could probably tell from my 19 

accent.  But I am still - I still consider myself 20 

a veteran.  I was honorable discharged.  And I 21 

will tell you that this is similar, this whole 22 

proposition is similar to the day tree problems 23 

that they have at Veterans Way in Suffolk County.  24 

I interpret this as being as toxic and as 25 
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dangerous as that -- as the way that the veterans 2 

are being treated out there. 3 

 I believe that every veteran in Nassau 4 

County would probably feel the same way.  I'm not 5 

speaking for everybody, but I am speaking for the 6 

people that I have seen here in these meetings. 7 

 I believe that Ms. Bynoe's legislation 8 

would be the thing to solve this.  I believe that 9 

there is something that has to be done.  We 10 

cannot afford any, any casino in Nassau County.  11 

And I don't care how much finances or politics is 12 

involved.  I'm looking at this directly as being 13 

a threat to Nassau County, not only to my 14 

hometown of Westbury, Carle Place and the 15 

immediate structure.  There has been many reasons 16 

why that shouldn’t exist. 17 

 The other thing too is I am confused 18 

about the fact that how can anybody deny the fact 19 

that there is going to be criminal problems that 20 

are going to come up from this?  Any legislature 21 

who votes for this, this whole process will hold 22 

that responsibility, in my view.  And I swear 23 

that I will do everything I can, as I did when I 24 

fought for this country, to eliminate that person 25 
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in ways of getting them out of office. 2 

 As you can tell, I probably am not a 3 

politician.  But I am telling you from my heart, 4 

I will do everything I can to stop anybody who 5 

uses politics in this situation.  This is a 6 

dangerous situation, and it cannot be something 7 

that we can tolerate anywhere.  I don't think 8 

anybody here would tolerate it, right?   9 

 Thank you. 10 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Barbara Zaino.  11 

Barbara Zaino. 12 

 MS. ZAINO:   Good afternoon.  Excuse my 13 

nerves. 14 

 My name is Barbara Zaino.  I'm a resident 15 

of Westbury, Carle Place Schools, where my 16 

husband and I have lived for 30 years and raised 17 

our two sons.  I grew up in Garden City with 18 

seven other siblings, graduated Garden City High 19 

School, and my husband, Tony, grew up in Carle 20 

Place.  Like our parents, we share their 21 

conservative family values and raised our 22 

children in an area that values that and supports 23 

that. 24 

 As conservatives, we believe in the 25 
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preservation of the family and the traditional 2 

Judeo-Christian values, and part of that is 3 

providing for our children, a safe atmosphere.  4 

That a government entity, such as the OTB, can 5 

infringe upon my rights as a mother to raise my 6 

children in peace, frankly, scares me, as it does 7 

many other parents.  Just because someone can do 8 

something does not mean that they should, nor 9 

does it mean that it's right for the people. 10 

 I ask my fellow conservatives, are we for 11 

minimum government and more freedom for the 12 

people or are we for big government projects done 13 

without our consent?  Are we for bailing out non-14 

viable public entities such as OTB, who has not 15 

been profitable since 2008, and the bankrupt 16 

Fortunoff Company and its bondholders?  Do we 17 

believe in private sector jobs or do we believe 18 

in propping up the teamsters' unions, employees 19 

at OTB?  Do we believe in promoting 18 year old 20 

gambling, 20 hours a day, seven days a week, 21 

right in our backyards?  Or do we believe that 22 

our children have a right to grow up in a stable, 23 

safe community? 24 

 If you are for big government, big labor, 25 
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big spending, bailing out the OTB and Fortunoff 2 

at the expense of a good school district and good 3 

families, then you are in favor of this casino. 4 

 We need you to stay true to the 5 

conservative ideals.  You know in your heart that 6 

our values are being violated by this project. 7 

 To the fellow parents and grandparents, 8 

in today's world the deck is already stacked 9 

against us.  Aren't our children already exposed 10 

to enough?  What is more important, saving the 11 

OTB or saving our families? 12 

 Ronald Regan said big government is bad 13 

government.  Remove the TOB board and let the 14 

people vote on it.  Thank you. 15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Michael Going.  16 

Is that correct?  I cannot read it because it's 17 

very light.  Michael, please say your last name 18 

for the record. 19 

 MR. GOING:   It's Michael Going. 20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Going. 21 

 MR. GOING:   Going, yes.  Good afternoon.  22 

My name is Michael Going, and I live in Westbury.  23 

I came here to voice my opposition to the 24 

selection of Fortunoff as the site for a casino. 25 
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 The Carle Place/Westbury area is a 2 

family-oriented community.  The casino would be 3 

located a half mile from four different schools 4 

and yards away from homes and school bus stops. 5 

 The hours of operation, 10:00 a.m. to 6 

6:00 a.m., 20 hours per day, is not conducive to 7 

a stable family environment, one in which I want 8 

to raise my family in.  I understand the county 9 

needs money. I actually worked in the Office of 10 

Management and Budget for the County.  But even 11 

the most optimistic forecast, revenue forecast 12 

indicate that less than one percent, the revenue 13 

that we generated from this casino would be less 14 

than one percent of the entire county's budget of 15 

$2.9 billion.  I don't think that's work gambling 16 

on people's futures. 17 

 The $20 million figure that's been 18 

floated comes from OTB who is notorious for 19 

inflating revenue estimates.  In fact, OTB hasn't 20 

generated any revenue for the county since 2008. 21 

My fear is that the VTLs will be just the 22 

beginning.  The governor has approved blackjack 23 

and other table games to be played on VTLs in his 24 

most recent budget.  That is a slippery slope 25 
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which I don't want to see happen.  My fear is 2 

that the site will be used increasingly for other 3 

table games, sports gambling, and the like. 4 

 A prominent gambling study has indicated 5 

for every one dollar a casino generates in 6 

revenue it causes $3 in social costs, such as 7 

higher crime, police overtime, addictions, and 8 

DWI.  The county should look at streamlining 9 

operations before resorting to desperate tactics, 10 

such as operating a casino.  Things such as 11 

naming rights for county-owned properties, less 12 

costly health insurance are just the beginning of 13 

ways the county can save money without generating 14 

the societal ills that come with a casino. 15 

 Thank you. 16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Thomas Sobczak, I 17 

believe.  I hope I said it right.  18 

 MR. SOBCZAK:   Tom Sobczak, Westbury, New 19 

York.  Happy New Year everyone. 20 

 I'm going to be blunt.  We've been all 21 

pretty polite up till this point, I won’t be 22 

nasty.  But it's necessary for this legislature 23 

to remove the OTB board and replace those three 24 

individuals with three individuals who will put 25 
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an end to this casino project. 2 

 The social ills that will come with these 3 

VLT terminals -- and they are actually worse than 4 

regular casinos -- will outstrip any possible 5 

monetary benefit the county will gain, and it's 6 

going to happen in my community.  Eventually it 7 

will happen in other communities. 8 

 We talked about Westbury, Carle Place, 9 

and New Cassel being here to support ending this 10 

casino project.  Well, at all of the rallies 11 

we've had, we've also had people from Mineola, 12 

Garden City, Hicksville, Williston Park, East 13 

Meadow, Uniondale, and Plandome Manor.  This is 14 

not just a local issue, this is a county issue. 15 

 Additionally, we, our community, should 16 

not have to bail out the mismanagement of OTB to 17 

the tune of $51 million, nor the mismanagement of 18 

a mall on one of the most heavily trafficked 19 

avenues in the country due to their 20 

mismanagement.  Every other mall has sales 21 

through the roof; this one has been mismanaged.  22 

It is not our responsibility nor the 23 

responsibility of a state to bail them out. 24 

 I've been in contact with one of the 25 
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professors -- there are a number of studies that 2 

show the detriment costs to a community in the 3 

surrounding area when a VLT or casino is put into 4 

place.  One of the professors of one of the 5 

papers that is held up as the paper to read on 6 

this issue has said that VLT parlors are worse.  7 

Not only will they increase crime, prostitution, 8 

alcoholism, but the problem gambling in those 9 

areas tend to grow 50 percent.  I can't believe 10 

that this legislature would allow these social 11 

ills to become endemic in our county when they 12 

have the power to stop it now. 13 

 As you've heard from all these other 14 

individuals, you will hear more.  You're giving 15 

us the impression that the Nassau majority, the 16 

GOP, puts patronage before people and party 17 

before community.  If you allow these social ills 18 

into our neighborhoods and these communities, I 19 

dare say you give the impression that if it gave 20 

you patronage jobs and gave you money, you would 21 

vote to force the sale of Alcoholics Anonymous 22 

meetings.   23 

 I say again, the detriments not to just 24 

our communities but to the county outweigh any 25 
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possible benefits, except maybe political. 2 

 CLERK MULLER:   Your three minutes have 3 

expired, sir. 4 

 MR. SOBCZAK:   Replace the board.  Put in 5 

three people who will close this project down.  6 

It is not good for Nassau County.  Thank you. 7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Christa Klatsky.  8 

Christa. 9 

 MS. KLATSKY:    Thank you for letting us 10 

all have the chance to speak today. 11 

 I came to Westbury in 1966 with my 12 

parents.  I'm a product of Carle Place Schools K 13 

thru 12.  I've also been a homeowner in Carle 14 

Place for over 20 years.  And I have taught the 15 

students of Carle Place Middle School and High 16 

School for over 28 years.  Thank you.  Thank you. 17 

 I understand -- and let's be honest -- if 18 

you do not allow this to go forward in Westbury 19 

at Fortunoff's, chances are it is not going to go 20 

forward anywhere.  I've heard you all say at 21 

different times, well, nobody else wants it.  22 

Sometimes a bad idea is just a bad idea.  It 23 

shouldn’t be anywhere. 24 

 In addition, as a good teacher, thoughts 25 
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on the common core aside, the common core for the 2 

high school students I teach requires an argument 3 

essay.  And so, trying to be a good teacher, I 4 

went out to get articles about casinos in 5 

neighborhoods.  Tenth graders in Carle Place High 6 

School have done a good deal of research.  I have 7 

gotten them as many articles as I could, positive 8 

and negative.  The negative outweighs the 9 

positive ad naseum.   10 

 Also, on cnn.com I just read the other 11 

day, and I would like to quote that.  CNN.com 12 

said, "The impact of casinos on local property 13 

values is unambiguously negative, according to 14 

the National Association of Realtors. Casinos do 15 

not revive local economies.  They act as 16 

parasites upon them.  Communities located within 17 

10 miles of a casino exhibit double the rate of 18 

problem gambling.  Unsurprisingly, such 19 

communities also suffer higher rates of home 20 

foreclosure and other forms of economic distress 21 

and domestic violence."  Here's my question to 22 

you.  My students are asking me how can they do 23 

this?  Look at the facts.  Look at the 24 

statistics.  Look at my house.  I have children 25 
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telling me that they live a half a block from Old 2 

Country Road.  I have parents telling me what do 3 

I do when my child is at the bus stop and someone 4 

is walking home from the casino?  What do I do 5 

when they're at the Carle Place Train Station 6 

carousing at one o'clock in the morning?  This is 7 

a bad idea. 8 

 You are here to represent us.  Support 9 

us.  Thank you. 10 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Madam Presiding 11 

Officer.  Madam Presiding Officer, I'm sorry.  12 

Before the Legislature continues on the calendar 13 

or on these comments, I would like to make a 14 

series of motions that will result in the removal 15 

of the OTB board.   16 

 I move that the legislature consider, 17 

approve, sign the written recommendation of an 18 

emergency to take up the resolution to remove the 19 

OTB board, and that the recommendation -- 20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   You cannot make 21 

that motion at this time. 22 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Once the 23 

recommendation is approved, that a vote be taken 24 

to establish the emergency so that we can vote to 25 
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remove the OTB board. 2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Legislator Bynoe, 3 

absolutely not in order at this time. 4 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I second that 5 

motion. 6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Excuse me right 7 

now. 8 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Minority Leader 9 

Abrahams, you know that this is not in order.  10 

And you are taking away from those people who 11 

have taken the time to get here today.  So we 12 

would like to move on.  The motion is out of 13 

order. 14 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Madam Presiding 15 

Officer, we're taking away from these people's 16 

time when we don't give them a conciliatory 17 

answer to what they want.  They want the OTB 18 

board removed and we're taking away from that. 19 

 We have a resolution. 20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   You may have a 21 

resolution -- 22 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    We have the 23 

resolution here. 24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Minority Leader 25 
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Abrahams -- 2 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    and you will see, 3 

by the sign of -- 4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Just one minute. 5 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    this resolution 6 

that there are names that have not signed it to 7 

be considered today.  The folks on this side have 8 

decided to sign and join you.  The folks on this 9 

side have not signed.  So the question becomes 10 

why haven't you signed?  The bigger question is 11 

why hasn't this been called?   12 

 Legislator Schaefer said, at a public 13 

meeting, that she would support it if you would 14 

put it on the calendar.  So the proper response 15 

is why is this not going on the calendar? 16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Excuse me. 17 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    We're not going 18 

to accept you just moving on.  We want to know -- 19 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Yes, you are, Mr. 20 

Abrahams.   21 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Madam Presiding 22 

Officer -- 23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Yes, you are. 24 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    this should be on 25 
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the calendar. 2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   No, it should not 3 

be.  You don't have the votes. 4 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Folks, she's 5 

saying that we don't have the votes. 6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   This is your 7 

turn, okay.   8 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    They don't want 9 

it.   10 

 Folks, we can expedite this process with 11 

a vote right now.  You can call the emergency.  12 

Give us the emergency votes that's necessary to 13 

bring this to the floor. 14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    Mr. Abrahams, 15 

it's my turn.  It is my turn. 16 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    No, actually it's 17 

their turn. 18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   It's my turn.  19 

No, no, no, no.  You have a choice right now; do 20 

you want to continue your dialogue or your 21 

communication with this body?  That's up to you.  22 

Otherwise, that motion is out of order because we 23 

were not in legislative session. 24 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Yes, we are.  We 25 
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are. 2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   You know -- 3 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    We're not going 4 

to accept a technicality when there are thousands 5 

that are going to be impacted by this.  I'm 6 

sorry.   7 

 Folks, this is the deal, I'm talking to 8 

you straight.  There is a resolution, a 9 

resolution to be considered today by emergency 10 

needs 13 votes.  We only have seven.  That means 11 

we need six.  For the resolution to move forward, 12 

we need ten.  So I ask you again, will six people 13 

join us?  If we get the six people we can have 14 

the emergency be heard today.  We can move the 15 

casino not just from Westbury but from everywhere 16 

in Nassau County. 17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Guess what?  Hold 18 

on.  Hold on.  Public participation is not -- 19 

excuse me.  Since -- excuse me.  Public 20 

participation I gather is now over.  You have 21 

made your choice.  And I'm going to tell you 22 

right now that I have a statement to read into 23 

the record.  And we will begin the legislative 24 

session right after my statement. 25 
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 Now if you want to sit down and wait and 2 

listen to what I have to say, and it addresses 3 

Mr. Abrahams' question, you'll hear it.   4 

 Sorry.  Listen to me and listen to me 5 

carefully.  I'm no stranger to this kind of 6 

thing.  I come from a community leader civic 7 

activist background, and I've had many an issue 8 

in my community, my community of East Meadow - 9 

the jail, the hospital, you name it, juvenile 10 

detention center -- situations which nobody else 11 

in this county has.  26 percent of the -- quiet, 12 

I'm speaking.  26 percent of the land in my 13 

community, my community, is off the tax rolls and 14 

the homeowner and small businesses pay those 15 

taxes.  So now I have a statement. 16 

 Mr. Abrahams said he wants a vote.  Guess 17 

what?  I'm going to read my statement and then 18 

we're going into legislative session, which will 19 

begin immediately after my statement. 20 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    That's a stall 21 

tactic, folks.  That's a stall tactic.  We have 22 

the votes here.  We've seen this matter before us 23 

for weeks.  The OTB board is getting ready to 24 

act.  Mr. Cairo said, in the paper, that they 25 
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need to make action by the end of this month.  2 

Don't settle for any stall tactics. 3 

 Laura Schaefer has already said she will 4 

support the measure.  Call it for an emergency.  5 

Let everybody stand by their vote.   6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   You will hear in 7 

a minute.  You'll hear in a minute.  You'll hear 8 

it in a minute, Mr. Abrahams.  And I have a 9 

statement.  I'm going to read it.  You can listen 10 

if you want to.  You want to interrupt, that's 11 

your choice.  But I'm going to continue.  And 12 

after I make my statement, I'm going to ask Laura 13 

Schaefer to make hers. 14 

 I know -- I've followed this from the day 15 

it opened up in Newsday on New Year's Eve.  I 16 

know your feelings.  I've heard it throughout the 17 

past several weeks.  I also know, I also know 18 

that Legislator Bynoe has offered a resolution to 19 

oust the OTB board and replace them with people 20 

who would not vote for the VLTs in Fortunoff's. 21 

 This resolution, as an emergency, right 22 

now -- and you can go crazy after I say it, I 23 

don't care -- you don't tell me what I care.  24 

Okay.  You listen to me.  I listened to you 25 
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without interrupting you, now you listen to me.  2 

All right. 3 

 You have -- I think you really know that 4 

this resolution does not have the 13 votes it 5 

needs to be an emergency resolution.  Excuse me.  6 

And it will not have the ten votes to pass if the 7 

emergency was granted.   8 

 I am going to also tell you that if this 9 

resolution were to pass, then one could foresee 10 

the conversation again and again in some other 11 

community, some other site.  I said it's my turn.  12 

I listened to you very intently.   13 

 We are not deaf regarding your concerns.  14 

I just told you that I come from a different 15 

background than some of these people, some of my 16 

colleagues on the legislature.  And I will tell 17 

you right now, one of the things that entered my 18 

mind when I read that articles in Newsday on New 19 

Year's Eve was public safety.  I didn't sit back 20 

and let people yell and scream to their elected 21 

officials.  I did what I thought should be done 22 

as a legislator and someone who is interested in 23 

community.  24 

 I immediately, immediately contacted the 25 
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acting commissioner of police, Thomas Krumpter, 2 

and he came to a meeting with me.  I learned that 3 

he had already met with OTB representatives and 4 

reported that OTB was responsive to his 5 

recommendations to ensure the safe operation in 6 

and around the facility.  He also said to me, and 7 

I have to take him on his word.  And if he 8 

doesn't follow through, guess what?  Then he has 9 

to listen to me.  Then he has to report back to 10 

me. 11 

 Excuse me.  Excuse me.  I'm still asking 12 

for your indulgence, just the way I sat here and 13 

listened to you.  All right. 14 

 Now, the Nassau County PD is prepared, 15 

according to Mr. Krumpter, to dedicate the 16 

resources necessary to ensure the public's 17 

safety.  By the way, I also am a former school 18 

teacher.  I am also dedicated to the children 19 

that not only I have in my own family but in my 20 

community because of my involvement.  I will not 21 

consider anything that would jeopardize our young 22 

people.  I have to be made sure that this is 23 

going to be.  No resolution, no resolution is 24 

going to make me do that unless I get adverse 25 
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information from those whom I'm asking for.  Hold 2 

on.  I'm not finished. 3 

 Nassau County PD said they were prepared 4 

to dedicate the resources to ensure the public 5 

safety.   6 

 No one raised the question just before, 7 

as I was listening.  Many of you have concerns 8 

about the LIRR stations not only in Carle Place 9 

but in Westbury.  We are seeking -- and this is 10 

what my colleagues in government should be doing.  11 

We are seeking a meeting with the MTA police to 12 

inventory these stations.  You don't want to hear 13 

reason.  Once we get -- hold on.  That's not 14 

selling out.  No.  We need to know all that's 15 

involved in this.  We also need to know the 16 

traffic study.  We also need to know the 17 

environment study. 18 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    This, folks, is a 19 

colossal, colossal disaster. 20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   I am not 21 

finished. 22 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    This legislature 23 

is based off a democracy, is based off of the 19 24 

people that are -- 25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Kevan, I'm not 2 

finished. 3 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    elected by you, 4 

the public.   5 

 One person is deciding that this will not 6 

go forward.  One person.  I would like to hear 7 

from Laura Schaefer.  I would like to hear from 8 

all the members.  I can't believe that we don't 9 

have 13 votes, we don't have 13 votes to stop 10 

this today.  I don't believe that.  I refuse to 11 

believe that.  I want to hear from each and every 12 

person.  Put it up for a vote.  This is way too 13 

serious.   14 

 Thousands of people have said that they 15 

do not want this casino not just in Westbury but 16 

anywhere in Nassau County.  It deserves a vote.  17 

It deserves for each and every one of them to 18 

look at out into that audience and tell them yes 19 

or no.   20 

 I could tell you folks, we are with you. 21 

 LEGISLATOR SCHAEFER:   Madam Presiding 22 

Officer, can I make my statement? 23 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Hold on.  You 24 

know what?  Let me say to you that I had expected 25 
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a little bit more courtesy and not only from you 2 

but from my minority leader.  All right.  Now, 3 

you want to hear from Legislator Schaefer.  She 4 

is prepared to talk to you.  And you don't want 5 

to hear what we have to say. 6 

 We need to explore.  We just don't 7 

arbitrarily have to have put before you a 8 

resolution to throw out a board because you want 9 

that board out.  That's not the way good 10 

government operates.  It's politically expedient, 11 

not good government. 12 

 Don't tell me what's in my neighborhood.  13 

I have a jail in my neighborhood. 14 

 LEGISLATOR SCHAEFER:    Listen.  I have 15 

stood with my residents since the beginning of 16 

this.  I've been in almost constant communication 17 

with Mayor Cavallaro.  I've been in constant 18 

communication with Mayor Cavallaro and other 19 

elected officials and some of my colleagues here 20 

as well regarding this.  We know that people are 21 

unhappy. Clearly, we know that everybody is 22 

unhappy here.  Okay.  Everyone on this dais knows 23 

that even if this resolution is successful, the 24 

proposed resolution will not guarantee that 25 
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another site will not be objected to in another 2 

community that surrounds a proposed location.  We 3 

can ask Legislator Bynoe if she would like it at 4 

the Coliseum.  We can ask Legislator Abrahams if 5 

he would like it in Freeport.  Legislator 6 

DeRiggi-Whitton.  But we don't have the power to 7 

remove Nassau County OTB. 8 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   Laura, we 9 

don't want it at all.  We don't want it at all. 10 

 LEGISLATOR SCHAEFER:   Right.  But as a 11 

legislature we don't have the power to remove -- 12 

 LEGISLATOR DeRIGGI-WHITTON:   We can. 13 

 LEGISLATOR SCHAEFER:   Nassau OTB and may 14 

decide that this is not going to be anywhere in 15 

Nassau County. 16 

 Some of the alternates suggested are in 17 

or next to my district, covering many communities 18 

in Nassau County.  I want to protect all of my 19 

constituents, like everybody on the dais here 20 

wants to do as well.  I have to do that.  That is 21 

my obligation.  I have 70,000 constituents in my 22 

district, as does everybody else.   23 

 Therefore, we, on the Legislature, need 24 

to become immersed in assisting settling this 25 
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matter and figuring out a way to do what is the 2 

best solution in the interest of all communities, 3 

all communities that we represent.  That is 4 

something that still needs to be figured out - 5 

issues such as hours of operation, a potential 6 

for an increase in crime, limits on future 7 

growth, traffic will affect - issues like these 8 

require the community leaders to work together.  9 

The Gaming Commission, towns and villages 10 

affected by the selection of this site, everybody 11 

needs to come together to try to figure out how 12 

we can resolve this. 13 

 This is not going to resolve it.  That's 14 

what I was trying to say the other night.  Nobody 15 

else wants it in their district. 16 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Look.  Guys, this 17 

is very simple.  This is very simple.  I think 18 

the public has already spoken.  It's not about do 19 

I want it in Freeport.  Does Norma want it in 20 

East Meadow?  Does Judy Jacobs want it in 21 

Plainview?  Nobody wants it period. 22 

 That being said.  That being said -- when 23 

did we vote for it? 24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   In the budget. 25 
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 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    In the budget?  2 

What are you talking about? 3 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   It was in the 4 

budget. 5 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    First of all -- 6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   It was $20 7 

million in the budget and you all voted for it. 8 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Okay.  Now we're 9 

going to get into policies and technicalities and 10 

all that other stuff. 11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   That's the truth. 12 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    We can amend the 13 

budget.  We can do anything you want.  The bottom 14 

line is we're standing today asking for our 15 

resolution, Seila Bynoe's resolution which would 16 

basically remove the OTB board and replace them 17 

with people that have a like mind, like the folks 18 

that are here today.  Why can't that go forward? 19 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Because we don't 20 

have the 13 votes to advance it. 21 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Who are the 13 22 

that -- 23 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:   I'm against it.  I'm 24 

against replacing the board. 25 
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 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Why?  Why?  Why? 2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   She's not on the 3 

witness stand. 4 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Presiding Officer?  5 

Presiding Officer?  May I?  I'm sorry.  I'm 6 

sorry.  You've - 7 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Just let the 8 

record reflect that Legislator Ford has indicated 9 

that she's against removing the board. 10 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   accused me of being 11 

politically expedient.  But we don't have time.  12 

We don't have time. 13 

 The OTB board has stated on the record 14 

that they expect to move quickly and to close 15 

this deal by the end of January.  We do not have 16 

time.  I'm not being politically expedient.  I am 17 

being - moving forward expediently because the 18 

community is left in the dark.  We knew nothing 19 

about this.  Nothing.  But apparently the 20 

administration did because Krumpter met with the 21 

OTB board before you could call him.  So this is 22 

not right.  This hasn't been right from the very 23 

start.  This is not right. 24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Legislator Bynoe, 25 
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I have to tell you, there are not 13 votes to 2 

pass this as an emergency. 3 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   We haven't heard from 4 

everybody.  We haven't heard from everybody. 5 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Roll call. 6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   There's no need 7 

for it.  There are ten people here who will not 8 

vote for the emergency on the resolution.  I'm 9 

sorry.  Let me say something to you.  I know you 10 

don't want to hear it and neither does Mr. 11 

Abrahams. 12 

 I will tell you there are 50 to 60 boards 13 

in this county.  If we acted in this regard, in 14 

this way with every one of those boards, this 15 

county would be in chaos. 16 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   I disagree.  I 17 

disagree. 18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   I am going to 19 

tell you right now -- 20 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Presiding Officer, 21 

may I ask one question?  Why is it that this 22 

particular board is serving at will when other 23 

boards have terms?  That is because it's designed 24 

in this fashion to protect the communities 25 
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against this particular board doing actions just 2 

as this.  Sorry. 3 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   I'm sorry to say 4 

to you that there isn't a vote for an emergency 5 

and there sure wouldn’t be -- even if there were, 6 

there wouldn't be -- 7 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:   May we do roll 8 

call, please?  According to the County Charter, 9 

we have a right to do a roll call. 10 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Madam Presiding 11 

Officer, there cannot be ten people on the other 12 

side because Legislator Schaefer has said to this 13 

public that she would support our measure.   14 

 LEGISLATOR SCHAEFER:   I said if it 15 

wasn't going to negatively impact my district.  16 

That's what I said.  If it wasn't going to 17 

negatively impact my district. 18 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    It is going to 19 

negatively -- 20 

 LEGISLATOR SCHAEFER:   But that's the 21 

problem with it.  And that's what I said the 22 

other night. 23 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Legislator 24 

Schaefer, these people are telling you it's going 25 
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to have a negative impact on their district. 2 

 LEGISLATOR SCHAEFER:   It's going to just 3 

kick it around the county. 4 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Not kick it 5 

around the county.  We'll kick it out period. 6 

 LEGISLATOR SCHAEFER:   That's not 7 

something we can tell. 8 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Folks, we'll stay 9 

here until there is a vote. 10 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Excuse me.  11 

Excuse me.  Listen and listen carefully.  In five 12 

minutes we're going to have to begin the 13 

calendar.  Sorry. 14 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Folks, it's a 15 

very short calendar.  Don't leave.  Please don't 16 

leave. 17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   There's a button. 18 

 MAYOR CAVALLARO:  I just have to say I've 19 

know you a long time.  I've known some of the 20 

other legislators a long time.  I'm really 21 

appalled at your approach to this, particularly, 22 

particularly since your background is as a civic 23 

activist.  You should be ashamed of the way 24 

you've conducted this meeting, and you should be 25 
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ashamed of the excuse that you led here because 2 

you think there is not enough people here to vote 3 

for the resolution that you won't make these 4 

legislators do it in front of the public.  You 5 

should be ashamed of yourself. 6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Excuse me.  My 7 

colleagues have asked for a five minute recess.  8 

And I'm going to take a five minute recess. 9 

 (Whereupon, the Full Legislature recessed 10 

at 2:13 p.m.) 11 

 (Whereupon, the Full Legislature 12 

reconvened at 2:20 p.m.) 13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   If you'd like to 14 

stay and sit, I'm going to reiterate what I said 15 

in the beginning, that the reality right now is I 16 

do not have the 13 votes required to place this 17 

on the agenda as an emergency item.  Excuse me, 18 

again.  Okay.  And I don't have the ten votes 19 

needed to pass the resolution.  Because of the 20 

weather out there - and if you're looking out 21 

there, I'm sorry.  I said to you in the beginning 22 

that I would not jeopardize your safety going out 23 

tonight.  That's it. 24 

 We have a calendar to go through, and 25 
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that's what we're going to do first.   2 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   I renew my resolution 3 

and I call for a floor vote. 4 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Second the 5 

motion. 6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Once again, it's 7 

out of order.  A resolution requires an emergency 8 

of 13 and you do not have 13. 9 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   May we have a roll 10 

call vote, Madam Presiding Officer?  Madam 11 

Presiding Officer, why can't we have a roll call 12 

vote on the emergency resolution?  Why can't we 13 

have the roll call?  We already know that 14 

Legislator Ford said that she wouldn't vote for 15 

it, but I don't know how everybody else stands.  16 

I'd like to know how everybody else stands. 17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Legislator Bynoe, 18 

it was your responsibility, your Minority 19 

Leader's responsibility to get the support or the 20 

signatures needed for it.  How many do you have? 21 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    We have seven. 22 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Okay.  And guess 23 

what?  There are ten on this side. 24 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    There's ten nos?  25 
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Wait.  We have seven.  I don't want to act like 2 

this is elementary school.  Do I need to pass it 3 

down the aisle? 4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   You know you need 5 

13 votes.  You need 13 votes and you don't have 6 

it. 7 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    This is what 8 

they're talking about.  We need 13 votes on it.  9 

I will gladly pass it to my right. 10 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   As you can see -- 11 

are you listening?  You do not have -- 12 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Folks, what we're 13 

asking for -- there's a lot of banter about I 14 

don't want to sign it because I don't want it in 15 

my area.  Our resolution clearly states and what 16 

we're glad to amend for it to state is that we 17 

want to replace the OTB board not with just folks 18 

that don't want it in Westbury but folks that 19 

don't want it in Nassau at all.  If you sign on 20 

to this today, if you sign on to this today 21 

you're agreeing that the OTB board, you're 22 

getting bogged down in technicalities.  The OTB 23 

board that replaces the existing board, you're 24 

saying today that they will not put a casino in 25 
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Nassau County, that's what we're saying today.  2 

So you don't have to worry about your area. 3 

 Madam Presiding Officer, we need your 4 

signature.  Legislator Ford, we need yours.  5 

Legislator Becker.  Legislator Kopel.  Legislator 6 

Muscarella.  Legislator Nicolello.  Legislator 7 

Dunne.  Legislator Walker.  Legislator MacKenzie.  8 

Will you join us?  Please join us. 9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   We're going to 10 

move on to the consent calendar.  We're going 11 

through the calendar.  This is where we're going 12 

to begin.  I have several items that we have 13 

consented, and that means they have gone through 14 

committees unanimously. 15 

 If you're not going to let us continue, 16 

then I have to recess this meeting for another 17 

date. 18 

 Item 3, Item 4, Item 6, Item 7 - excuse 19 

me, this is the consent calendar which I said the 20 

items were voted unanimously in committees -- 21 

Item 6, Item 7, Item 8, Item 9, Item 10, Item 11, 22 

Item 12, Item 13, Item 14, Item 15, 16, 17, 18, 23 

19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 24 

31, 32.  Motion, please? 25 
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 LEGISLATOR WALKER:   So moved. 2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 3 

Legislator Walker, seconded by -- 4 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   I make a motion to 5 

lay all those items on the table and to 6 

reconsider the OTB emergency. 7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Motion is out of 8 

order.  The items have been called and the motion 9 

has been made.  And we're not going to table 10 

them. 11 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Lay those items on 12 

the table. 13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Your motion it 14 

out of order again. 15 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Second. 16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Excuse me.   17 

 All those in favor of those items signify 18 

by saying aye. 19 

 (Aye.) 20 

 Any opposed? 21 

 (No verbal response.)  22 

 This is the consent calendar.  They pass 23 

unanimously. 24 

 Let's go to the items that were not part 25 
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of the consent calendar, and that's Item 1, 2 

Resolution 4; a resolution -- I'm not going to 3 

listen to you when you're interrupting me.  Okay?  4 

So you can waste your energy, Michael. 5 

 Item 1, a resolution authorizing the 6 

county attorney to compromise and settle the 7 

action entitled, Vladimir Azbel and Marina Azbel 8 

v. County of Nassau and Cedric McAdoo, Index 9 

Number 9816/2011. 10 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:   So moved. 11 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   Second. 12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Motion moved by 13 

Legislator Becker, seconded by Legislator Kopel. 14 

 Any questions or comments regarding that 15 

item? 16 

 (No verbal response.)  17 

 Any public comment on that item? 18 

 (No verbal response.)  19 

 There being none; all those in favor of 20 

Item 1, Resolution 4 signify by saying aye. 21 

 (Aye.) 22 

 Any opposed? 23 

 (No verbal response.)  24 

 The item passes unanimously. 25 
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 The second item, Ordinance Number 1, an 2 

ordinance providing for a capital expenditure to 3 

finance the payment of certain judgment or 4 

compromised or settled claims against the County 5 

of Nassau, authorizing $943,500 of bonds of the 6 

County of Nassau to finance said expenditure, and 7 

making certain determinations pursuant to the 8 

State Environmental Quality Review Act, the Local 9 

Finance Law of New York, and County Government 10 

Law of Nassau County. 11 

 Motion, please? 12 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:   So moved. 13 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   Second. 14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 15 

Legislator Becker, seconded by Legislator Kopel. 16 

 Any questions or comments from the 17 

legislators? 18 

 (No verbal response.)  19 

 Any public comment on this item? 20 

 (No verbal response.)  21 

 There being none; all those in favor of 22 

Item 2, Ordinance Number 1 signify by saying aye.  23 

 (Aye.) 24 

 Any opposed? 25 
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 (Nay.) 2 

 The item fails.  3 

 The next one is Item 5, Ordinance Number 4 

4, an ordinance supplemental to the annual 5 

appropriation ordinance in connection with the 6 

Department of Public Works. 7 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:   So moved. 8 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   Second. 9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 10 

Legislator Becker, seconded by Legislator 11 

Nicolello. 12 

 Any questions regarding this item?  Yes, 13 

Laura. 14 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   I fully intend to 15 

vote for this, of course.  But I just want to - I 16 

have a question.  I don't know if anyone here 17 

from the administration is here to answer it. 18 

 We had a bipartisan policy initiative 19 

fully supported by the county executive and the 20 

legislature not to raise fares on the buses.  And 21 

I understand with the Metrocards that might be 22 

out of that hands.  But is that still the case 23 

for the app and for using cash to pay the fare in 24 

Nassau County, obviously? 25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Is there anyone 2 

from the administration who could answer that 3 

question?  Who is coming? 4 

 MS. PETRUCCI:   Good afternoon.  5 

Unfortunately, not at this time. 6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Are you saying, 7 

Connie, no one to speak on this at this time? 8 

 MS. PETRUCCI:   Correct.   9 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Maybe someone could 10 

follow up with me on that.  That would be great.  11 

Or they could come down today if they are in the 12 

building. 13 

 MS. PETRUCCI:   I will see if we can get 14 

someone here immediately. 15 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Thank you. 16 

 MS. PETRUCCI:   You're welcome. 17 

 LEGISLATOR SCHAEFER:   Actually, don't 18 

table it on my account.  I'm fully supporting of 19 

the measure.  I just wanted to have that question 20 

answered since it was related. 21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   If we get it 22 

before the end of the day - if not, Connie, you 23 

have to make sure that you get the information to 24 

Legislator Curran, please. 25 
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 Any other concerns? 2 

 (No verbal response.)  3 

 Any other questions? 4 

 (No verbal response.)  5 

 There being none; all those in favor of 6 

Item 5, Ordinance 4 signify by saying aye.  7 

 (Aye.) 8 

 Now we do have, if I'm not mistaken, a 9 

public hearing.  There is not vote following that 10 

hearing.  There will be a public hearing 11 

regarding Resolution Number 254-2014, a 12 

resolution ratifying a map approved by the 13 

Commissioner of Public Works for property to be 14 

acquired for the development of the property 15 

known as the Long Beach Motor Inn in Island Park 16 

Barnum Island, Town of Hempstead, Nassau County, 17 

New York, known as County Attorney Proceeding 18 

Number 1240, which was ratified by the Nassau 19 

County Legislature December 15, 2014, and that 20 

map is on file in the Office of the Commissioner 21 

of Public Works of Nassau County; said map shows 22 

real property to be acquired, the names of the 23 

owners, if known, and the boundaries of the 24 

property to be acquired. 25 
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 A motion to open a hearing? 2 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:   So moved. 3 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    Second. 4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 5 

Legislator Walker, seconded by Legislator Dunne. 6 

 Any questions? 7 

 (No verbal response.)  8 

 Any comments regarding this item? 9 

 (No verbal response.)  10 

 There are no comments on this particular 11 

item. 12 

 Motion to close this particular item? 13 

 MR. WILLIAMS:   Errol Williams, County 14 

Attorney's Office.  15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Okay, Errol. 16 

 MR. WILLIAMS:   Errol Williams, County 17 

Attorney's Office.  This is a county attorney 18 

condemnation proceeding.  The property is located 19 

in Island Park, Barnum Island.  The purpose of 20 

the proceeding is to enhance the public health, 21 

safety, well being of the residents, including 22 

addressing the needs of senior citizens by making 23 

available a parcel of land to accommodate a range 24 

of senior citizen related uses. 25 
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 There has been an environmental 2 

assessment done.  It has been found that there 3 

would be no adverse environmental impact by way 4 

of the project. 5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Any questions of 6 

Mr. Williams? 7 

 (No verbal response.)  8 

 Thank you, Mr. Williams. 9 

 MR. WILLIAMS:   Thank you. 10 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Any other 11 

comments regarding this item? 12 

 (No verbal response.)  13 

 There being none; a motion to close the 14 

hearing? 15 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    So moved 16 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:   Second. 17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 18 

Legislator Dunne, seconded by Legislator Becker. 19 

 All those in favor of closing the hearing 20 

signify by saying aye. 21 

 (Aye.) 22 

 Any opposed? 23 

 (No verbal response.)  24 

 The hearing is closed unanimously. 25 
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 Now, we do have, if I'm not mistaken, we 2 

usually do this first -- Mr. Muller, I believe we 3 

have two emergencies that have come to us by way 4 

of the county executive; is that correct? 5 

 CLERK MULLER:   They both involve the 6 

police department.  Do you want to do them 7 

together? 8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   One at a time. 9 

 CLERK MULLER:   Presiding Officer, we 10 

have -- 11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   We can establish 12 

the emergency for the two of them. 13 

 CLERK MULLER:   Presiding Officer, we 14 

have two emergencies both from the county 15 

executive, one for Clerk Item Number 67-15, the 16 

other for Clerk Item 68-15, which is the 17 

recommendation of the county executive to the 18 

County Legislature at the meeting of the County 19 

Legislature on Monday, January 26, 2015, for the 20 

adoption of an emergency resolution declaring 21 

emergency for immediate action upon an ordinance 22 

supplemental to the annual appropriation 23 

ordinances in connection with the police 24 

department. 25 
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 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Before we 2 

establish the emergency -- you need our votes for 3 

the emergency.  Before we establish the 4 

emergency, I would like to hear from the police 5 

department on why the emergency is necessary. 6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Is there anyone 7 

here from the police department?  We have the 8 

Sergeant here. 9 

 SERGEANT STEPHANOFF:   Good afternoon.  10 

Sergeant Greg Stephanoff.  11 

 We put it on as an emergency because we 12 

need the salary portion for '14 year-end 13 

accruals.  The rest is going to be going forward 14 

to '15.  To do the '14 adjustments that we need 15 

for month 13, we need this supplemental. 16 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    It needs to be 17 

done today?  It can't be done in the February 18 

meeting? 19 

 SERGEANT STEPHANOFF:   Month 13 ends 20 

January. 21 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Understandable.  22 

Thank you. 23 

 SERGEANT STEPHANOFF:   We don't normally 24 

like to do it.  We're trying to comply with the 25 
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comptroller's wishes to finish all the business 2 

from '14 in January. 3 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Thank you.  4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Can we establish 5 

the emergency?  All those in favor of 6 

establishing the emergency signify by saying aye. 7 

 (Aye.) 8 

 Any opposed? 9 

 (No verbal response.)  10 

 The emergency is established. 11 

 Now for the item itself. 12 

 CLERK MULLER:   Emergency Resolution 1-13 

2015, Ordinance 19-2015, an ordinance 14 

supplemental to the annual appropriation 15 

ordinance in connection with the police 16 

department. 17 

 LEGISLATOR DUNNE:    So moved. 18 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:   Second. 19 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Moved by 20 

Legislator Dunne, seconded by Legislator Walker. 21 

 Again, I think the question was answered, 22 

Sergeant.  If there are any other questions, 23 

please feel free to ask them. 24 

 (No verbal response.)  25 
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 Any public comment on this item? 2 

 (No verbal response.)  3 

 There being none; all those in favor of -4 

- Is this on this item, ma'am? 5 

 MS. MUNSON:   This is on this item. 6 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Okay. 7 

 MS. MUNSON:   You're declaring it an 8 

emergency because it needs action by -- hello, my 9 

name is Patty Munson.  I'm from Westbury, New 10 

York.   11 

 You're declaring this an emergency 12 

because it needs action by January 31.  To us, 13 

it's an emergency because this casino will be 14 

acted upon by January 31.  If you don't do 15 

anything today -- 16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   I hear you.  But 17 

stay on the motion.  Stay on the motion. 18 

 All those in favor of Item 67 -- 19 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Madam Presiding 20 

Officer? 21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Yes. 22 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   May I renew my motion 23 

to lay it on the table? 24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   No. 25 
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 Legislator Bynoe, let's get to these two 2 

emergencies. 3 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   I would like to have 4 

a roll call, Presiding Officer.   5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   On this item? 6 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   No.  On the 7 

emergency. 8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   This is an 9 

emergency. 10 

  LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   No.  On the 11 

emergency for the OTB resolution. 12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   It's no on the 13 

floor, Legislator Bynoe. 14 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   I've asked you to lay 15 

this particular motion on the table so we can 16 

deal with the emergency that I requested from 17 

earlier. 18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   A vote on Item 19 

67, please.  All those in favor signify by saying 20 

aye. 21 

 (Aye.) 22 

 Any opposed? 23 

 (No verbal response.)  24 

 The item passes unanimously. 25 
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 Item 68, are you going to speak on this 2 

one as well, Sergeant? 3 

 Item 68, go ahead. 4 

 CLERK MULLER:   Item 68-15, which is 5 

Emergency Resolution 2-2015, Ordinance 20-2015, 6 

an ordinance supplemental to the annual 7 

appropriation ordinance in connection with the 8 

police department. 9 

 LEGISLATOR WALKER:   So moved. 10 

 LEGISLATOR MUSCARELLA:   Second. 11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   This is to 12 

establish the emergency, correct? 13 

 CLERK MULLER:   We combined the 14 

emergencies, so it's already been established. 15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Thank you very 16 

much. 17 

 Moved by Legislator Walker, seconded by 18 

Legislator Muscarella. 19 

 Any comments from the Sergeant regarding 20 

this? 21 

 SERGEANT STEPHANOFF:   This item is the 22 

last item, Item 67, was to appropriate into the 23 

equipment line.  This item is to appropriate it 24 

into the salary line.  They're both asset 25 
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forfeiture. 2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Okay.  And this 3 

is all regarding the closing of the 2014 budget, 4 

correct? 5 

 SERGEANT STEPHANOFF:   Yes. 6 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    I'm sorry. 7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Legislator Kevan 8 

Abrahams. 9 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Thank you.  It 10 

was our understanding that there was at least a 11 

$2 million surplus in the AA line, so why would 12 

this be needed now? 13 

 SERGEANT STEPHANOFF:   This isn't for -- 14 

this is to take appropriate items that are asset 15 

funded salary items and move them off our salary 16 

line.  These are items that are agreed to be 17 

asset funded, like investigation.  This goes to 18 

investigations.  Last year we did a big DWI 19 

program with this.  We did a big heroin program 20 

with this money.  So that's the money that's 21 

being expensed through here.  This is not for 22 

regular operating expenses. 23 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    It's for 24 

overtime? 25 
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 SERGEANT STEPHANOFF:   I believe 2 

generally it's overtime for these initiatives. 3 

 LEGISLATOR ABRAHAMS:    Okay.  Thank you. 4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Any other 5 

questions of the Sergeant? 6 

 (No verbal response.)  7 

 Okay.  There being none; all those in 8 

favor of Item 68 signify by saying aye. 9 

 (Aye.) 10 

 Any opposed? 11 

 (No verbal response.)  12 

 The item passes unanimously. 13 

 And now a motion to adjourn?  We will 14 

hear additional public comment until three 15 

o'clock.  We can listen to additional comments. 16 

 Motion to adjourn? 17 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Madam Presiding 18 

Officer, I'd like to renew my motion. 19 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Connie.  Hold on.  20 

Connie has some information to share. 21 

 MS. PETRUCCI:   Regarding Ordinance 22 

Number 4-2015, I have the two department heads 23 

that are ready to speak on that ordinance, the 24 

NICE Bus. 25 
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 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Thank you.  It's not 2 

about the ordinance itself but it is related to 3 

the NICE Bus funding.  I don't think you were 4 

around to hear it, just so you know what the 5 

question is. 6 

 We had a bipartisan policy initiative 7 

that was fully supported by the county executive 8 

and the legislature not to raise fares on the 9 

NICE buses.  I understand with the MetroCard that 10 

might be out of our hands, to a certain extent.  11 

I was wondering if that agreement was still in 12 

place for the use of the app and of cash. 13 

 MS. PERSAUD:   My name is Sharon Persaud, 14 

Department of Public Works. 15 

 As it is, the way everything is written 16 

with regard to the Nassau Inter-County Express, 17 

it requires a public hearing to be held on that 18 

matter, and that's going to take place this 19 

Thursday at three o'clock and at six o'clock to 20 

address that issue. 21 

 MS. D'ALLEVA:   And in regard to this 22 

ordinance, this is Roseanne D'Alleva from the 23 

Budget Office.  This is actually a year-end close 24 

item for 2014.  It's to appropriate additional 25 
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STOA funding that we had received. 2 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Right.  Yeah.  That 3 

I understood.  I was asking not about the exact 4 

thing that we were voting on but just related to 5 

it.  I'm wondering if the county executive still 6 

supports our agreement that we had about not 7 

raising the fares. 8 

 MS. PERSAUD:   Again, that will depend on 9 

what happens at the public hearing on Thursday.  10 

I would not be able to answer that at this point. 11 

 LEGISLATOR CURRAN:   Thank you very much. 12 

 MS. PERSAUD:   Okay. 13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   I'm going to ask 14 

for a motion to adjourn, please? 15 

 LEGISLATOR BECKER:   So moved. 16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Motion by 17 

Legislator Becker, seconded by Legislator Ford. 18 

 All those in favor of adjourning, please 19 

signify by saying aye. 20 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   I'd like to renew my 21 

motion that the legislature consider, approve, 22 

sign the written recommendation of an emergency 23 

to take up the resolution to remove the OTB 24 

board, and that once the recommendation is 25 
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approved that a vote be taken to establish the 2 

emergency so we can vote to remove the OTB board. 3 

 LEGISLATOR SOLAGES:   I second that 4 

motion. 5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   A motion is on 6 

the floor for adjournment. 7 

 All those in favor of adjourning signify 8 

by saying aye. 9 

 (Aye.) 10 

  (Whereupon, the Full Legislature 11 

adjourned at 2:46 p.m.) 12 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   I'm entitled to a 13 

vote on my motion.  The motion has been moved and 14 

seconded, and I'm entitled to the moved. 15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Legislator Bynoe, 16 

first of all, you don't have the votes to declare 17 

an emergency.  I just told you don't. 18 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   We would like a roll 19 

call on that. 20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Right now, on the 21 

floor is the motion to adjourn. 22 

 All those in favor signify by saying aye. 23 

 (Aye.) 24 

 Any opposed? 25 
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 (No verbal response.)  2 

 The meeting is adjourned. 3 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   I moved before you 4 

adjourned.   5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   I can listen to 6 

the rest of the people to speak until three 7 

o'clock.   8 

 Your motion is not in order because you 9 

do not have the votes to do that. 10 

 LEGISLATOR BYNOE:   Why can't we do the 11 

roll call?  I’m at a loss as to why we're not 12 

able to have a roll call.  I really am. 13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Jeanne Lofgren.  14 

Jeanne Lofgren.  L-O-F-G-R-E-N. 15 

 MS. LOFGREN:   I'm a resident of the 16 

Westbury area.  I've lived there for almost 26 17 

years.  And I want to know what your vote would 18 

be if her resolution was allowed.  I'd like a 19 

roll call. 20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Pat Boyle.  Pat 21 

Boyle.  He's the next speaker.  He's right behind 22 

you. 23 

 MS. BOYLE:   My name is Pam Boyle. 24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   I have a Pat 25 
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Boyle. 2 

 MS. BOYLE:   Let me just say one thing, 3 

if I could.  I would like to ask you that if this 4 

was such a fine, fine deal why all of you are not 5 

fighting for it in your districts.  That just 6 

boggles my mind. 7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Pat Boyle. 8 

 MR. BOYLE:   Talk about being thrown to 9 

the wolves. 10 

 This is something completely different.  11 

It has nothing to do with casinos or anything 12 

else like that. 13 

 We're here - sorry.  My name is Pat Boyle 14 

from Gateway Youth Outreach, and I'm here 15 

representing the Coalition of Nassau County Youth 16 

Services. 17 

 I'll just read you a quick letter that's 18 

been sent to both Legislator Abrahams and to 19 

Legislator Gonsalves and is also being sent to 20 

the county executive. 21 

 We all take great pride in the 22 

achievement of the children of Nassau County. On 23 

many occasions, each of the members of the Nassau 24 

County Legislature, both publicly and privately, 25 
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expressed and the members of our Coalition how 2 

much you support the work of our agencies.  Our 3 

members all share in the responsibility to assist 4 

our children to develop and meet the goals we 5 

have with them.  With this in mind, we know how 6 

difficult the current economic outlook is for 7 

Nassau County's finances.  We realize that 8 

unfortunately the services our agencies provide 9 

remain in the discretionary column of the 10 

county's budget. 11 

 Despite this fact, the Legislature has 12 

maintained our funding in 2015.  For this you 13 

have our deepest thanks and appreciation.  Each 14 

of us will continue our efforts to work with the 15 

county executive and the legislature to find 16 

solutions that will guarantee necessary levels of 17 

financial support to perform the work the county 18 

asks of our agencies.  However, for today, the 19 

legislature's efforts have not gone unnoticed. 20 

 On behalf of the tens of thousands of 21 

children and their families that we are honored 22 

to serve, thank you again for your continued 23 

support. 24 

 And that's signed by Peter H. Levy, who 25 
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is the president of the Coalition of Nassau 2 

County Youth Service Agencies.  3 

 Told you it was different.  Thank you. 4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Thank you, Pat. 5 

 Eric Alexander. 6 

 VOICE:   He left. 7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Okay.  Valerie - 8 

M-E-G-I-E-L. 9 

 MS. MEGIEL:    Hello.  Thank you for 10 

letting me speak.  My remarks now are a little 11 

bit different than they would have been had I 12 

spoken earlier. 13 

 I'm a very, very, very frustrated 14 

resident.  I was taught as a child to believe 15 

it's government by the people, for the people.  16 

This is not for the people.  You are ignoring the 17 

will of the people.  18 

 We had a meeting last week at the Carle 19 

Place Civic Association, where Laura Schaefer was 20 

kind enough to take her time to come speak with 21 

us, and I'd like to quote what she said now. 22 

 She said, for the same reasons we don't 23 

want it in our neighborhood, nobody else wants it 24 

in their neighborhood.  There is not legislator 25 
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that I can find so far who is okay with it being 2 

in their district.  She then went on to say, I 3 

have had conversations with other legislators, 4 

I've had conversations with people in other 5 

communities not near here, they don't want it 6 

either.  So my question is why is it okay for 7 

Westbury to be a dumping ground for a bad, bad 8 

idea that nobody wants in Nassau County?  And I'd 9 

like to know how you will all vote on the 10 

proposal now.  11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Kristin Biggin. 12 

 MS. BIGGIN:   Good afternoon.  I'm 13 

Kristin Biggin, a multi-generation resident of 14 

Carle Place who is now extremely frustrated.  I 15 

took a personal day, one of only three that I 16 

get, to be here today, because I care about my 17 

community and I love my children in my community.  18 

They are everybody's children.  And if you want a 19 

traffic study, I got one here right on my phone.  20 

Anyway. 21 

 According to the Nassau County 22 

Comptroller's comprehensive annual financial 23 

report, Fiscal Year Ending 2013, on page 10, an 24 

independent auditor found Nassau Regional Off-25 
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track Betting Corporation's ability to continue 2 

as a growing concern.  This is not surprising, as 3 

page 126 notes, under Exhibit A-3, a discretely 4 

presented component unit, that OTB's net position 5 

was negative 51,314,000. 6 

 Maura Healy, Attorney General of 7 

Massachusetts, in regards to imposing limits on 8 

ATM proximities to casinos, as the addicted and 9 

identify thieves are wiping out credit cards and 10 

debit cards, stated that, We believe that no 11 

casino should be allowed to deviate from 12 

important consumer protection regulations and 13 

that other variants should be sought subject to a 14 

full and transparent public process.  We expect 15 

no different from OTB and the Nassau Legislature 16 

should be demanding the same. 17 

 If OTB is truly a public benefit 18 

corporation and hasn't netted a profit since 19 

2008, who is truly benefitting from the existence 20 

of OTB? 21 

 We do urge you to do the job that you've 22 

been entrusted by the voters to do, safeguard the 23 

community's best interest not that of OTB. 24 

 U.S. Attorney Preet Bharara, in regards 25 
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to the charges now levied against Sheldon Silver 2 

is quoted, "These charges go to the very core of 3 

what ails Albany, a lack of transparency, a lack 4 

of accountability, and lack of a principle joined 5 

with an overabundance of greed, cronyism, and 6 

self dealing" is what ails Albany, also ailing 7 

Nassau County.  8 

 Protect your constituents.  Protect our 9 

children.  Vote now.  Do not put a casino here.  10 

Thank you.  Get home safe. 11 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Goldie Slavin.  12 

Goldie Slavin? 13 

 (No verbal response.)  14 

 Camille Kleinsteuber?  Camille? 15 

 (No verbal response.)  16 

 Liz Pippo.  I know some of you had leave, 17 

primarily because of the weather out there. 18 

 Liz Pippo. 19 

 (No verbal response.)  20 

 Brad Gutman. 21 

 (No verbal response.)  22 

 Jane O'Keefe. 23 

 MALE VOICE:   Can I take that person's 24 

time?  He's not here. 25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Are you Jane 2 

O'Keefe? 3 

 MALE VOICE:   He's not here.  I'd like to 4 

take the person before him. 5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Fill out a slip. 6 

 MALE VOICE:   Sure.  How about Mr. 7 

Pippo's time.  He wasn't here.  May I speak for 8 

him? 9 

 I'd like to know why we can't get a vote.  10 

But we can't get one.  I would like to ask Ms. 11 

Birnbaum, are you in favor of this casino?  Are 12 

you in favor? 13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Jane O'Keefe. 14 

 MALE VOICE:   Ms. Curran, are you in 15 

favor? 16 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Excuse me? 17 

 MALE VOICE:   Mr. Solages, are you in 18 

favor? 19 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   You are out of 20 

order, sir. 21 

 MALE VOICE:   Mr. Dunne, are you in 22 

favor? 23 

 Mr. MacKenzie? 24 

 Why can't I get an answer? 25 
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 Mr. MacKenzie, are you in favor? 2 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Jane O'Keefe. 3 

 MALE VOICE:   Why can't we get an answer? 4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Can you get to 5 

the mic, please?  He's out of order. 6 

 MALE VOICE:   Tell me why I can't get an 7 

answer. 8 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   I can tell you 9 

this.  The one thing I agree with -- 10 

 MALE VOICE:   Let him speak.  I can't 11 

hear what he's saying. 12 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   The one thing I 13 

agree with the minority today is if we vote to 14 

remove this board it kills the VLT parlor 15 

anywhere in the county.  I am opposed to that.  I 16 

will not vote to remove the board.  17 

 MS. O'KEEFE:   Good afternoon.  Mr. 18 

Nicolello, perhaps now you could tell everyone 19 

here why you are against removing the board. 20 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   I just explained 21 

to you that I will not vote to remove the board 22 

because to do so will kill the VLT parlor 23 

anywhere in the county. 24 

 MS. O'KEEFE:   And why won't you do that?  25 
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Why won't you do it? 2 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   I am opposed to 3 

that.  I believe that there is a place in Nassau 4 

County for a VLT parlor.  I've had my say.  5 

You're not going to shout me down, so. 6 

 MS. O'KEEFE:  Sir, I'd like to continue 7 

this dialogue.  I'd like to know what your 8 

perspective is and where you think the best place 9 

in Nassau County would be for this casino. 10 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   I am not in 11 

charge of placement, that's the duty of the OTB 12 

people.  It's ultimately under the jurisdiction 13 

of the Gaming Commission.  I was not involved 14 

with all of the information.   15 

 I see places in the county that I like, 16 

like Jones Beach would be a great place.  The 17 

Coliseum I'd think would be a great place.   18 

 MS. O'KEEFE:   Sounds good.  Let's put it 19 

there. 20 

 LEGISLATOR NICOLELLO:   But I'm not in 21 

charge of making that decision.  However, as I 22 

said, I believe there is a place in Nassau County 23 

for a VLT parlor.  And I will not vote to remove 24 

this board because if I do so it will effectively 25 
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kill the VLT parlor anywhere. 2 

 MS. O'KEEFE:   Understood.  But let's go 3 

back.  Let's rewind just one moment and let's go 4 

back and talk about who it is that has the 5 

authority to decide and choose these places.  Why 6 

does the OTB have unfettered authority to decide 7 

where these facilities go?  Why is it that they 8 

don't have to comply with any local zoning laws?  9 

Why is the Tax Law inconsistent with the upstate 10 

New York Gaming and Economic Development Act?  11 

Why do they have unfettered authority to destroy 12 

communities?  And who, which of you good people 13 

up there, is going to challenge the 14 

constitutionality of the Tax Law that provides 15 

the authority to OTB?  I'd like to know that.  16 

Who is going to be the one to go before a judge 17 

to ask them if this is fair? 18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Legislator Kopel 19 

would like to say something. 20 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   You know, I can say 21 

that I can be very sympathetic to the point of 22 

view of everyone out here and still say that I'm 23 

not going to vote no, and I'm going to explain 24 

why. 25 
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 My district has an enormous sewage 2 

treatment plant right there.  Everyone hates it.  3 

Everyone hates it.  There are others like that.  4 

Another district has a jail.  There are county 5 

facilities of all kinds and other government 6 

facilities.  There are waste dumps.  There are 7 

garbage dumps. 8 

 MS. O'KEEFE:  Sir, we have three malls 9 

within a mile. 10 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   Excuse me.  Did 11 

anyone interrupt you? 12 

 MS. O'KEEFE:   Yeah, actually.  But go 13 

ahead. 14 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   I don't think so.  I 15 

don't think so. 16 

 There are facilities everywhere that 17 

everyone doesn't want.  Nobody in their right 18 

mind wants to get a sewage treatment plant, and 19 

yet they're there and yet they're necessary.  20 

They serve a public -- serve a public purpose.  21 

If we're going to -- voting against this and 22 

removing this board simply in order to satisfy 23 

the perhaps legitimate concerns that the 24 

residents of this particular neighborhood has 25 



1 

 REGAL REPORTING SERVICES 
 516-747-7353 
  

  94 Full Legislature – 1-26-15 

sets a very bad precedent because that means no 2 

public facility can ever be situated in a place 3 

where people don't want it, and that's not going 4 

to work.  It will never work. 5 

 MS. O'KEEFE:   Mr. Kopel, those were 6 

compelling arguments for necessary facilities.  7 

But I could hardly believe that the intent of the 8 

law when it was brought to New York and the 9 

governor said sure, bring our casinos here, that 10 

they meant that they were going to plunk them in 11 

the center of three residential communities, a 12 

mile from schools, across the street from homes, 13 

and the like.  I can hardly believe that was the 14 

intent of the law that was passed.  Who, of you, 15 

which of you, any of you, please tell me, has 16 

plans to challenge that law?  I'd really like to 17 

not have to do it by myself. 18 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   If you want, you 19 

should address the state legislature, the 20 

assembly or the senate.  You go to them and ask 21 

them if they would challenge it. 22 

 MS. O'KEEFE:   Well they told me to come 23 

to you, funny thing. 24 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   They have the 25 
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jurisdiction.  They have the jurisdiction. 2 

 MS. O'KEEFE:   I did that already. 3 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Sorry.  Go back 4 

there again. 5 

 MS. O'KEEFE:   I've done that already.  6 

The Gaming Commission and all of those guys in 7 

Albany told me to come to you. 8 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   I answered your 9 

question. 10 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   That's answering your 11 

question.  Your question was who set this policy. 12 

 MS. O'KEEFE:  No.  Who is going to 13 

challenge this policy, sir. 14 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   Correct.  Correct.  15 

But that is a state law. 16 

 MS. O'KEEFE:   Really? 17 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   Yes.   18 

 MS. O'KEEFE:   But you can challenge it 19 

because it affects your county. 20 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   This is a state 21 

organization.  OTB is a state agency, that's who 22 

gave them the power.  That's who gave them the 23 

power. 24 

 MS. O'KEEFE:   And you, sir, can 25 
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challenge that law because you represent us. 2 

 LEGISLATOR KOPEL:   Any citizen can 3 

challenge that law the same as I can. 4 

 MS. O'KEEFE:   Why should your 5 

constituents do it?  Why haven't you done it? 6 

 CLERK MULLER:   Your three minutes have 7 

expired, ma'am. 8 

 MS. O'KEEFE:   Why is it our job to do 9 

it?  That's what you're getting paid for.  That's 10 

why you're elected. 11 

 I guess I'm done.  No answer? 12 

 CLERK MULLER:   Your three minutes have 13 

expired. 14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Susan Watkins. 15 

 MS. O'KEEFE:   Not one person has an 16 

answer for me up there. 17 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Domenica 18 

Califano.  Am I correct? 19 

 MS. O'KEEFE:   I'm not a fan of being 20 

ignored. 21 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Your three 22 

minutes are up. 23 

 MS. O'KEEFE:   But I didn't get an 24 

answer. 25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   I just told you, 2 

go to your state legislator. 3 

 MS. O'KEEFE:   I am here.  I am here. 4 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   No, no. 5 

 MS. O'KEEFE:   I've been there already.  6 

I've been there already, ma'am.  Now I'm back.  7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Domenica.  Are 8 

you Domenica? 9 

 MS. CALIFANO:  Yes. 10 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Okay.  Domenica. 11 

 MS. O'KEEFE:   This is criminal.  It's 12 

criminal, is what it is.  Undoubtedly.  And the 13 

exposure will be there for all, for all. 14 

 MS. CALIFANO:   Hello.   15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Hi, Domenica. 16 

 MS. CALIFANO:   I was here last month 17 

talking about -- you gave to Operation Splash, 18 

$30,000.  Why would you give them -- for what 19 

reason did you give Operation Splash that $30,000 20 

from county money?  Operation Splash, it's the 21 

volunteer company that cleans up our waterways in 22 

Nassau and Suffolk Counties.  But the county is 23 

also going to give Operation Splash $14 million.  24 

No, no, no, no.  What was that?  No?   25 
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 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   The 30,000 that 2 

you're talking about, Domenica, is a contract 3 

that they're entered into with the county. 4 

 MS. CALIFANO:   Operation Splash. 5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Yes. 6 

 MS. CALIFANO:   And how about -- 7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Excuse me.  I 8 

just was told that the bigger number is the 9 

contract.  VIP Splash. 10 

 MS. CALIFANO:   VIP Splash.  Okay.  And 11 

the 30,000 is Operation Splash. 12 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Right. 13 

 MS. CALIFANO:   It's one company though 14 

that they incorporated from a free organization 15 

to a company that's getting $14 million of 16 

taxpayers' money.  Am I correct?  It's the same 17 

players and some of them are out on full 18 

disability, that can't work as firemen.  And us 19 

taxpayers are paying for this? 20 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Domenica, I have 21 

somebody who is going to respond to you. 22 

 MS. CALIFANO:   You gave me someone to 23 

respond to last time.  And I'm not showing any 24 

disrespect to you.  But Mr. May showed a lot of 25 
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disrespect to me, for over a month of contacting 2 

him and e-mailing him, which I can show you, that 3 

he never responded back and gave me five pages of 4 

a contract. 5 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Domenica, we're 6 

going to call you back tomorrow. 7 

 MS. CALIFANO:   Tomorrow is the storm and 8 

we're closed. 9 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   We'll get back to 10 

you Wednesday. 11 

 MS. CALIFANO:   There's a whole bunch of 12 

money being missing. 13 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Domenica, I have 14 

your name and number and we'll get back to you.  15 

The only thing I don't have is your telephone 16 

number.  So you can give it to the clerk.   17 

 Now, listen.  Legislator Ford would like 18 

to address you. 19 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:   Yes.  Domenica, we, 20 

from the last time when I guess you and Patty 21 

were here, probably more than a month ago, I'm 22 

trying to remember.  We did formulate a letter, 23 

and I know that you did send a letter to Norma as 24 

well.  We sent a letter over to the Civic 25 
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Associations explaining what the money was, the 2 

$14 million that was paid under contract to the 3 

group called VIP Splash, all right, and that is a 4 

company, for-profit company.  The letter was sent 5 

over to both the civic association that Anna is 6 

in charge of -- 7 

 MS. CALIFANO:    I'm sorry, Ms. Ford, I'm 8 

not being disrespectful to you but I have nothing 9 

to do with the civic association.  I am a Nassau 10 

County taxpayer.  And I'm getting a lot of people 11 

calling up. They were scared because they work 12 

for Nassau County and the Town of Hempstead, that 13 

their jobs will be on the line and get fired. 14 

 I am not understanding, with my further 15 

investigation, with other people that gave me 16 

information, that Operation Splash was a 17 

beautiful, free organization that the county's 18 

giving them 30,000.  Operation Splash members now 19 

formed VIP Splash and found out that the State, 20 

FEMA, hasn't given any money, that the county was 21 

given 14 million.  They're all the same player.  22 

I'm just not understanding how we're covering up 23 

these people.  Plus, there's fraud involved with 24 

some of them being out on full disability.  They 25 
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can't breathe and hurt their backs, and they're 2 

out on these platoons picking up stuff.   3 

 I lost a child two years ago.  I lost 4 

everything I own.  I'm about to lose my house to 5 

a child that had cancer.  I came to you for help 6 

to pay for my nephew, to keep him alive.  Two 7 

years I have been fighting for my life and you 8 

people, corrupted, robbing from corporations when 9 

I couldn't save a child with cancer.  I didn't 10 

have the funding.  I ended up in Tijuana, Mexico, 11 

to pay $8,000 a week because New York State would 12 

not help us.  And you're trying to tell me the 13 

question about this, for a year and a half, of 14 

finding out information that the county is giving 15 

Operation Splash this much money, a free 16 

organization, and then they start another 17 

corporation.  There is something wrong with this 18 

county. 19 

 I lost a child to cancer.  I lost a child 20 

to cancer.  You have members from the Town of 21 

Hempstead badgering me, to destroy me, giving me 22 

violations on my office in my house.  I am upset.  23 

I lost a child with cancer.  Windows busted.  24 

Town of Hempstead Building Department trying to 25 
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give me violations that didn't exist.  I lost 2 

everything for this organization that I spoke out 3 

about.  Operation Splash formed another 4 

corporation, VIP Splash, and taking taxpayers' 5 

money, of $14 million, that Ed Mangano is paying 6 

out to hopefully get it back from FEMA.  Now 7 

they're covering the Village of Island Park.  The 8 

County gave $117,000 of their payouts to whoever 9 

puppets they needed to pay it out to. 10 

 I’m disgusted.  I asked for help.  I got 11 

no help.  Ms. Denise, you were wonderful, Ms. 12 

Ford.  You came there.  You let my nephew throw a 13 

ball out for the other kids and he was thankful.  14 

A few months later, he passed on.  That was his 15 

little wish, a nine year old child.  I’m the aunt 16 

losing everything, trying to let this baby be 17 

alive that day.  I lost it.  Then you get the 18 

corruption from these corporations.   19 

 I am sorry, Ms. Ford.  I always highly 20 

respected you.  I knew your hands were tied to be 21 

behind me.  I know you still would help me.  But 22 

I'm being attacked from all ends.  This is a 23 

disgrace of taxpayers' money. 24 

 Operation Splash, VIP Splash is one 25 
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organization.  They're taking money.  It's double 2 

dipping.  Everyone needs to be aware of it such 3 

there is a room of a whole bunch of taxpayers in 4 

Nassau, Suffolk, mainly Nassau County. 5 

 I am sorry to get upset.  But I have lost 6 

a child to cancer. 7 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Don't apologize. 8 

 MS. CALIFANO:  I want to apologize.  I 9 

don't do this.  I've been badgered. 10 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Domenica. 11 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:   Domenica. 12 

 MS. CALIFANO:  The police department has 13 

been backing them up, covering up.  I’m a young 14 

lady.  I did nothing wrong. 15 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:   Domenica, listen 16 

to Legislator Ford. 17 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:   Domenica -- 18 

 MS. CALIFANO:  I called your office and 19 

your girls got nasty with me.  You gave me the 20 

phone number for the Commissioner of the 21 

Department and they told me they're going to take 22 

my house away from me because I have a medical 23 

judgment on my home.  I get calls on Facebook 24 

from your Town of Hempstead members throwing 25 
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stuff out there, that I stole a Medicaid card and 2 

got $50,000 worth of teeth work done, and these 3 

are your county employees putting it out on 4 

Facebook. 5 

 LEGISLATOR FORD:   Domenica, you know -- 6 

 MS. CALIFANO:   A woman with a kid with 7 

cancer.  I started a foundation.  I helped six 8 

other families to get a cure for their kids.  And 9 

guess what?  That kid is alive today from that 10 

money I raised for my nephew.  I couldn't keep 11 

him alive and I get it to him.  It's a disgrace 12 

what happens here. 13 

 Thank you. 14 

 CHAIRWOMAN GONSALVES:    I thank every 15 

one of you who came today on this terrible day.  16 

Safely home. 17 

  18 
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